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think  out   a   plan of action, violent or non-violent, and
follow it up firmly and bravely,

I venture also to suggest to the responsible Muslims
of Sindh that their reputation is at stake. If they cannot
stop those senseless murders of innocent people, history will
find them guilty. They will never persuade anybody that
they are helpless to deal with the mischief. Such acts are
impossible without the silent sympathy of the society to
which the perpetrators of murders belong.

Simla, 28-9-'4O
Harijan, 6-10-1940
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A BRITISH ENDORSEMENT

Mr. Stephen J. Thorne, Secretary to the Society of
Friends, sends me the following letter:

"We, a group of Friends, want to send you our deep gratitude
for your impressive appeal to every Briton to adopt the way of
non-violence and bring about a cessation of hostilities. We drew
together immediately on receiving the short version of your state-
ment, and were later able to obtain a fuller text.

You have received through the Viceroy the response of the
British Government to your proffer of help, a response that, from
your knowledge of the situation, you will easily understand. To
most Britons the call to throw down their arms in a moment of
supreme national peril and in face of imminent aggression is
indistinguishable from cowardice and treason; it is an invitation
to save their lives by the surrender of principles of liberty and
justice that are dearer than life itself. But to those of us who in
the peace movement share your faith in non-violence, you present
a tremendous challenge. Few of us are fully prepared to stand up
to it; and we are conscious of our own failure to convince our fellow
countrymen of the value and practicability of this 'more excellent
way*. The technique of non-violent resistance as you have practised
it is little understood in the West; especially in its positive and
recQXfccumg sense; and for that reason, apart from any other, your
appeal has not yet met with any wide response.